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a report from the packing house as to the condition of the hogs shipped by him. He may be surprised to find that many of his pigs were infected with tuberculosis.
Most infected pigs do not stay on the farm long enough to become visibly sick. They often go to slaughter in good condition and may even top the market. When these animals are dressed the packer may find many of them infected and showing distinct signs on the internal organs. If pigs were held on the farm longer, many would show the usual symptoms of this disease. Even then these symptoms might be nothing more than loss of appetite, coughing, and gradual emaciation.
The examination of the carcass would show distinct changes which should enable a careful observer to identify the disease. Farmers who slaughter pigs for home consumption should be able to recognize the common changes in a tuberculous carcass.
The typical signs of tuberculosis are the finding of grayish or yellowish-white nodules or lumps on the various internal organs. These may be in any part of the body, but some organs are more likely to be affected than others. The nodules vary in size from a match head to an egg or even larger. When cut into with a knife, the inside of the nodule usually contains yellow cheesy material. As the knife passes through, a gritty sensation may be noticed. The liver and spleen (melt) often contain many of these nodules. Some pigs with this disease do not show extensive changes because the infection may be too recent. The intes-:ines are not commonly affected, even though the tuberculosis germs enter and leave the body by this route. The lympathic glands are probably affected more often than any other part of the body. There are hundreds of these glands throughout the carcass, but the ones located deep in the angle of the jaw and those located between the halves of the lungs are the easiest to find. In healthy hogs these glands vary in size from a lima bean to a hickory-nut, but when infected with tuberculosis they are much enlarged and